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Michael Boursaw, Brian Daly, Dick Davenport, George Emmendorfer, Tony Faust, Steve Harvey, Chris Klaver, Chris Long, Jason McEntire, Reedis Thomas, John Wojnar attended.  John and Nora Figueroa and their grandsons were our guests.

The Capital Area District Library had failed to note our meeting schedule for August, so did not have a room available.  Chris Klaver offered to have us meet at his office a few blocks away.  Once we convened, discussion immediately started about a change in venue.  Dick noted there had been some discussion about moving because of our continued growth and the time constraints the library placed on us.  He stated Chris K had gained approval for us to meet at Judson Baptist Church, 531 Glendale Ave., where his Scout troop meets.  The E. Board visited the church last week.  Chris K described the proposed room, Chis L, Brad and Dick added information re: the setting.  It was recommended that starting with our September 5 meeting we make the move to Judson Baptist Church; no one was opposed to the recommendation.  John F advised that IPMS/USA has insurance to cover liability at meeting sites and will forward a copy of this to Dick.  The change of venue will require new business cards; Michael B will attempt a design option.

Chris L gave a financial update, explaining we received a portion of the income from the Tim Ridout Challenge.  Dick recommended that Chris L be reimbursed for purchasing the standard used to display our C.A.M.S. banner, this was approved; Chris L said he would rather have it credited to him as his 2025 C.A.M.S. dues, everyone agreed.

Dick gave a brief update on Capital City Comic Con, July 12-14.  A lot of people stopped by our C.A.M.S. table and asked about the group, picked up business cards and newsletters.  Hopefully, the event will lead to new members.  Dick thanked George, Chris K, Chris L, Jason and Mike Orris for helping during the weekend.  Dick also reported  meeting folks from the Lansing Makers Network (lansingmakersnetwork.org) while at Comic Con.  He explained the group has a facility with many tools for a wide variety of crafts, including lathes, 3-D printers, vinyl cutters for masks, etc.  All the equipment is available to use if trained on the equipment.  Through CADL “library of things” it’s possible to check out a pass to use the equipment.  Members are encouraged to check out the Lansing Makers Network, as they are anxious to collaborate with C.A.M.S.

There was lots of discussion about the IPMS/USA national convention in Madison, WI.  Dick, George, Chris K, Chris L, Brad and H.J. attended.  Dick distributed souvenir pins and stickers.  Brad showed his F-4 Phantom entry, Chris L showed his gundam which won 3rd place in category.  Dick showed the plaque for “Member of the Year” for IPMS/USA and thanked C.A.M.S. members for making the honor possible.  Dick reminded everyone of recent email announcing special IPMS/USA membership rate in celebration of 60th Anniversary.  Tony reinforced this, stating it is a great deal.

Dick passed around flyers of upcoming events in Michigan, Indiana, Illinois and Canada; Chris K will insure the calendar is updated on Facebook.

Dick asked about interest in a possible build night at AFK Games. August 15 was chosen; Dick said he will contact Dan of AFK and ask it be put on the calendar.  Someone asked about a build night at Hoplite Games; it was decided to schedule that for Thursday, September 19.  Dick said he will contact Rich of Hoplite to confirm and add to their calendar.  

There was a review of plans for the open house at AFK Games, October 20, 1-4 p.m.  Dick said he has four aircraft kits for door prizes, needs other entry-level kits of different genre; several offered cars, gundams.  It was agreed to update last year’s flyer; Dick will forward to Brad; several members agreed to help with distribution.  Demonstrations will be provided by Brad, Chris K, Chris L, Michael B and Reedis; more will be needed.  Brad emphasized that making the demonstrations “hands on” for young kids is very helpful.

Dick announced that Kevin Epling of Small Scale Pics (https://smallscalepics.smugmug.com/) will be giving a presentation next month on building dioramas and producing dynamic photos of models.  Dick also reminded that Kevin is holding a free photography workshop of interest for modelers at Impressions 5, but that seating is limited.  Michael B’s presentation on creating texture with an airbrush will be rescheduled for a future meeting.

The rest of the evening was devoted to John Figueroa.  He started by presenting Dick with an award for “Member of the Year for IPMS/USA Region 4”.  Then the discussion turned to the planning and preparation for IPMS/USA National Convention in Ft. Wayne, IN, in August 2026.  John explained the event will be a collaboration of eleven chapters, including C.A.M.S.  Chris K has volunteered to lead as convention web master, Chris L has volunteered to coordinate the Tiger Meet room, Brad has volunteered as volunteer coordinator.  John talked about planning the convention logo, designing various items such as t-shirts, coins, etc.  There will be future opporutnities to tour the Ft. Wayne convention center.  John will forward to Dick the current budget and Memorandum of Agreement.  John will continue to keep us involved and updated.

The next meeting will be Thursday, September 5, 6:30 p.m. at Judson Baptist Church, 531 Glendale Ave., at the corner of S. Cedar and Glendale.
