Minutes




2024/06/06 

Michael B, Dick, George, Tony, Chris K, Keith, Chris L, Mike O, Brad, Reedis and John were present.  We officially welcomed Brian Daly as a new member.

Chris K distributed new CAMS Gazetter newsletters.

Dick gave a quick review of upcoming events: 


The “Tim Ridout Challenge” in Grand Rapids is this Saturday.  At present it appears 5 will be going.  Some donations for the raffle were provided.  Chris L will pick up the awards Friday.


IPMS Nationals in Madison, Wi, are July 17-20.  Several will be attending.  Chris L will set up our club display table and advised that those wishing to show their work on that display to bring them to him packed at the July 11 meeting.  Dick reminded that C.A.M.S. has sponsored two awards for the competition.

Several people attended the May 23 “build night” at AFK games.  They reported that other folks asked about the group at the counter and staff provided them with newsletters and cards.  The group would like to  do another “build night” Thursday, June 20.  Dick said he would clear that with AFK Games.

Dick reported that Hoplite Games moved a few doors over to a larger space and encouraged everyone to check them out.  Keith said he had gone there and introduced himself as a C.A.M.S. member to the owner.  Dick will stop in there and at Evolution Games to provide new newsletters.  We can explore some form of collaboration, perhaps another build night, at Hoplite with their new location.  John recommended that Nankin Hardware in Livonia and Farmington have sections for scale modelers and are worth the visit.

Dick reported we have been invited to have a display table at the Capital City Comic Con, July 12-14.  He explained a table with chairs will be provided, along with two exhibitor passes which can be passed along to volunteers during the event.  He passed around a sign-up sheet for volunteeers to spend about 4 hours per shift during the weekend.  About half of the available time slots were taken.

We discussed having another Open House to be at AFK Games.  It was decided October 20, 1- 4 p.m. would be a good option.  Dick will coordinate with AFK Games about this schedule.  Several said they could participate with demonstrations.  Chris K can produce publicity, and Michael B offered to assist.

Chris L gave a quick report of the club’s current bank balance of $220, with no expenditures in the past month.

Chris K reported he is exploring the possibility of using his church as venue for C.A.M.S. meetings, and will keep us informed.

Keith described how he has started using figures to enhance his sci-fi builds.  He uses spray paints, and acrylic paint pens for his figures, which are often 3-D printed.  He finds a “helping hand” purchased at Harbor Freight to be an invaluable tool when working with small items.

Tony reported that he and George went to the AMPS convention in Indiana last month, and described the distinctive judging system.  Seeing the displays has prompted Tony to focus on improving his figures for display with his armor builds.  He said he works with acrylics and that a “wet palette” is essential for this, because he can maintian the acrylic paints he’s using without them drying out.  On the palette he starts with the base color, then mixes a light and a dark shade of the base.  After priming with a dark color, he sprays a very light coating of white straight down from the top fo accent zenith lighting.  Then he paints the figure with the base color, adds the dark mixture into the folds and shadows, hits the highlights with the light blend.  With a touch of his brush, he flows a very thin dark color along the edges of straps and equipment to accent.  He had several figures in the various stages for display.  He said the quality of figures can vary greatly and it’s woth it to invest in the better ones.  The rise of 3-D printing is greatly effecting the quality and availability of figures.

Our next meeting has been moved to Thursday, July 11, due to the holiday  Michael B will give a presentation on creating texture with an airbrush.
