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Michael B, Dick, George, Tony, Steve, Bill, Chris K, Keith, Chris L, Jason, Mike O, Brad, Reedis, John, and HJ were in attendance.  We welcomed Brian as a guest for the evening.

Chris K distributed a list of upcoming events, including the IPMS Nationals in Madison, WI, in July, United States Scale Model Association Midwest Shutterbug, Portland, IN, September, and IPMS Duneland Model Contest & Swap, Hobart, IN, October.  

He forgot to include the “Tim Ridout Challenge”, June 8, at West Michigan IPMS.  Dick will distribute information, including address, forms, etc.  Chris L reported we have engraved glass mugs to serve as awards for the contest.  Dick said there will be a raffle during the day and encouraged those going to contribute modeling items for the raffle.

Dick reported the club now has a bank account and the Executive Board decided to sponsor two awards at the Nationals in July, one for preteen category and one for best factory build 1960 & newer automotive.  One award was funded from the club, the other by the Executive Board.

Several reported that the “build night” at AFK Games on the 25th was enjoyable and could be considered a success.  Six were there, including a guest.  Several “gamers” came by and observed/asked questions.  The decision was to do it again.  Chris L will bring the club banners to add visibility for the club.  Dick will contact AFK Games to clear that May 23 will be acceptable and that it could be posted on their calendar.

The general reaction to Semmex was positive.  Several C.A.M.S. members received Gold, Silver & Bronze medals, H.J. received “Best of Category.”  The one criticism was that the restaurant scheduled to be open that day did not, so there was no food/beverages immediately available.  Chris L shared some of the head judge’s comments that a “sci-fi build dressed out in NASCAR colors wouldn’t really qualify as a sci-fi entry”.  Chris challenged the club to build several sci-fi models decked out in NASCAR livery for the next SEMMEX show just to have fun with this comment.  Several members heartily agreed.  John said he has lots of NASCAR decals which he can provide, Chris said he has some Star Trek kits he won’t build and can provide.

Dick distributed some of the new club shirts.  Overall reaction is very positive.  Dick provided information to order additional shirts from hotprintsinc.com or 989-627-6463.

Dick read an email from John Figueroa re: the bid for the 2026 Nationals in Ft. Wayne.  John said they are working closely with the Grand Wayne Convention Center to finalize dates.  At this time it looks to be the week of August 4.  John is confident they still have time to prepare a strong bid in time for Nationals in July.

We discussed the prospect of holding another Open House, this time at AFK Games in September.  The consensus was that perhaps October would be a better option.  Several members expressed willingness to participate.  Dick said he would also discuss this with AFK Games.

Chris L gave a brief Treasurer’s report.
Dick announced that next month Tony and Keith will give a presentation on painting small figures for model displays and that in July Michael B will give a presentation on creating texture with an airbrush.  It was noted that the July meeting would fall on the 4th and it was decided to move the date to the 11th.

H.J. gave an excellent presentation and demonstration on creating metal finish with an airbrush.  Among his tips were using a plain piece of paper for final polishing of a black primer.  Also, he used Mr. Color Super Metallic for his finishes, though he says AlClad will also work.  

For “show & tell” Chris K and Chris L showed twin Cameros they did as a “buddy build” for entry in SEMMEX.  Michael B showed the parts of a 1:1 scale pistol from the movie “Bladerunner” which was 3-D printed for him.  Steve showed a Battle of the Bulge diorama which is still a “work in progress”.  He had the magazine article which inspired the build, and showed how it listed all the accessories to be ordered, e.g., bathtub, etc.  Mike O showed the tank he entered in SEMMEX, displayed as in a North Africa setting.
